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Message from the CEO
Engineering, Land Development and
Systems Group teams, is the best for
business functionality. Already noticeable
after a couple of months is the internal
collaboration between the business
units and the discreet corporate functions,
face to face contact is invaluable.
There are many highly gifted individuals
within Comdain and by working closely
together we learn from each other, share
experiences, challenge, drive innovation
and mentor the next generation of
Comdain leaders.

As you can see by the cover the concept is
now a reality. On the 7th September 2015,
we commenced operations from our new
Head Office and Melbourne Operational
Centre at 40 Willandra Drive Epping.
A striking contemporary structure,
with its bold black and white Alucobond
cladding (Colllingwood colours) and
double glazed windows, the building
makes a clear statement about the
innovative and solid nature of its
occupants and the organisation.
The building is an investment in optimising
functionality and efficiency for all our staff,
subcontractors, suppliers and ultimately
our clients. As an investment you would
not borrow and invest into such a bespoke
commercial building in Epping Victoria,
but the decision to acquire the land and
build was not about the best return on
investment, rather it was a clear decision
on what is best for the operations of
Comdain Infrastructure today and into
the future. Being located due north
of the CBD, the site allows wonderful
service ability to our Melbourne
operational requirements, from inner city
utility maintenance, to the design and
construction of growth assets in the high
growth corridors surrounding Melbourne.
The common question is “you have
numerous offices around the country,
why not locate the corporate team
(HSE / finance / HR / IT / BD / legal /
procurement / fleet management) to
the CBD”. The answer is the same
as above, combining the Corporate
team with the Asset Management,

From reading the above you might be
under the false impression that Willandra
Drive is the epicentre of Comdain delivery,
the reality is Willandra Drive is the hub
of project management and operational
support services, but the delivery
work face is the 300+ daily Comdain
worksites scattered across the nation.
It is what happens at these field sites that
determines whether Comdain ultimately
succeeds or fails. Therefore the new office
and building needs to effectively result
in better field delivery. The new HQ will
support our projects through the ability
to fabricate, store and distribute critical
path materials, provide nimble high
volume stock control ensuring projects
are supported by timely stock supply,
efficient delivery of training and upskilling
programs, IT systems and infrastructure
delivering real time project information
enabling delivery teams to get on with
what we do best- deliver.
The new building is for everyone at
Comdain. I encourage you to find ways
to use it, it is a highly valuable business
and operational tool.
There is more to come, over the next
couple of months phase 2 of the project
will be completed, it includes the dedicated
training facility, innovation centre, fleet
wash bays and the relocation of the
Systems Group into the original warehouse
(complete with a shiny new gantry crane).
Being only days before Christmas, I pass
on my best wishes to the entire Comdain
Family, and wish you and your families an
extremely safe and happy Christmas and
New Year season.
Cheers
Peter Coen

Have you seen
anything you
want to share?
We’re always on the look-out for
interesting stories and photographs
to include in upcoming issues of
Comdain Connect. If there’s something
unusual that’s happened at work or home,
a new innovation, lesson learnt, or even a
photo of a work colleague at an interesting
worksite we’d like to see or hear about it.
If there’s something you’d like

to share with the Comdain Community,
please email John Wilson at
jwilson@comdain.com.au or
phone (03) 8405 0055.
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New Comdain Journey
a Moving Experience

Comdain’s old portable removal

On a blustery September Saturday at 7am, the Epping and
Thomastown teams rolled up their sleeves and began moving
all their effects into the new Head Office. Packed to the brim with
a never ending supply of boxes, files, chairs, computers, and anything
that wasn’t nailed or glued down the portable soon became a vacant
shell to fond memories, only to be removed and transported away
the following week.
As CEO Peter Coen said afterwards, what was an onerous chore
of moving, was done with a smile and a laugh. “The teamwork and
attitude to the hard work was fantastic, with everyone doing their
best to make light work of the task”.
On hand to keep everyone’s spirit and energy pumping was a free
coffee and hot chocolate truck and a BBQ lunch to enjoy the new
staff kitchen and dining area. Again Comdain would like to extend
a sincere thank you to all who were available to assist in the move,
and if the infrastructure business ever looks shaky Comdain would
be a formidable removalist operation.

Innovative Solutions in New Comdain Head Office
A major milestone this year was the opening of
Comdain’s new state-of-the-art corporate head
office and operational centre in Epping, Victoria.
The new $9m facility showcases Comdain’s commitment to
provide clients and partners with service delivery excellence,
industry-leading IT and technology systems, and the latest
innovations in energy and costs savings. As well as providing an
enhanced working environment for staff, the new office consolidates
Corporate, the Engineering team, Asset Management Services team,
and the Systems Group to the one convenient location.
The facility has currently 1500m2 of office space and designed
for further expansion with 800m2 available when constructed for
future growth. The new 2000m2 warehouse includes mechanical,
tool storage, and fittings area. Design technology incorporated
into the building includes Uninterrupted Power Supply (UPS),
with battery back-up for continuous power if supply has been cut.
Meeting rooms, named after the seven largest rivers in Australia,
feature Evoko ‘touch and schedule’ fingertip room-booking intelligence.
And over 200 data points for phone, computer, print and
communications have been installed.
Energy and cost savings include: scheduled and motion
sensing LED illumination controls to prevent lights being left on,
double-glazed windows and insulated walls, and energy efficient
air-conditioning systems. Use of recycled material featured heavily
in the building’s design, with any waste produced during construction
sorted into recyclable materials, and a rain tank installed to catch
fresh water for use as a truck wash.
According to Victorian State Manager, Matt Joyce, the new
office complex is in an ideal location for clients and networks.
‘With the co-location of our corporate and operational teams,
the new Comdain facilities are placed for quick decision making,
and service excellence,’ he said. ‘Comdain understands the value of
being hands on, so urban and rural environments have immediate
access to leading engineering and asset management services.’
And what for the near future? Never to stop moving and growing,
Comdain is now re-modelling their former Head Office and building
a brand new training facility with room for 150 trainees.
Story continued on page 4

Comdain’s new state-of-the-art corporate head office and operational centre
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Continued from page 3.

Safety, CCTV and Intruder Detection
Another major feature of Comdain’s
new office is the implementation of a
network-based site surveillance system,
featuring swipe access control, Hikvision CCTV
and 22,000 volt perimeter electric fencing.
With dozens of high-definition cameras covering
internal, external and compound areas, security
systems are monitored and managed 24/7 on
mobile devices and iPhone applications.
The systems which are motion sensitive,
infra-red, and incorporate Digital Video
Recorders (DVRs) for playback, can go
back in time over 90 day periods.
When combined with back-to-base
monitoring and patrolled security
visits, the new facility is secure 24/7.
Remote view
of all camera’s
within the
Epping
compound

Four-camera
security
viewed by
iPhone app

Safety Vision Continues to Roll-out
with Comdain Life Rules Campaign
Comdain’s ongoing approach to safety
continues to be the number one priority
for all of us, and following the previous
successful introduction of Safety Vision
– Take the Lead, October saw the launch
and progressive roll-out of Life Rules.

Life Rules is a set of six safety
values that save lives.

Always

In its purest form Life Rules is a set of
safety values that save lives. They are
about making the right behaviour choices
that can make a difference between
working safely and potentially sustaining
an injury to yourself or a workmate.

Use correct procedures including
authorisation and PPE when
entering a hazardous environment.

There is evidence of safer work sites
when Life (Safety) Rules are in place,
and for the success of a safer culture.
Comdain Life Rules are six non-negotiables
that specify the minimum workplace
behaviour standards, and outline what
should ALWAYS be considered, and what
NEVER should be undertaken while at work.

Ensure you isolate yourself
properly from energy sources.

During the launch, Life Rules was
reviewed in full detail as part of Tool Box
sessions, with information being sent to
all employee homes to engage family
members as well. The initiative will
include a colouring completion for children
which will be used as a Comdain Safety
Calendar next year. Watch out for the
winning artists’ names soon.

Always

Operate vehicles or equipment
within their safety limits,
and with your full attention.

Always

Never

Work under the influence
of alcohol or illicit drugs.

Never

Tamper with, override
or disable a safety device.

Never

Perform a task or operate
equipment without the current
qualification.

2nd Year
Yarra Valley
Water
Safety Win
For the second year running we have
taken out the Yarra Valley Water Health
and Safety Award.
The award was given based on
our implementation of Comdain’s
Safety Vision – Take the Lead, and the
vision being embraced by the team
at the Tributary SPS Project.
Great effort team!

Comdain Recognition
for Safety Vision
Another October milestone for recognition of
our Safety Vision program saw Comdain being
acknowledged by the Goulburn Valley Safety
Group (GVSG) Executive Committee.
The GVSG Breakfast Awards featured
Stewart Kreltszheim, Wangaratta CFA
Operations Manager, recount working
on the frontline at the
Black Saturday bushfires,
and saw Paul Harper,
National HSEQ
Manager, accept the
commendation on
behalf of Comdain.
Paul Harper, Comdain
National HSEQ Manager,
at the Goulburn Valley
Safety Group (GVSG)
Awards Breakfast

5

Comdain Sponsors
Infrastructure at
Gala AWA Qld Awards

The 2015 Queensland Water AWA Awards were
announced at the Gala Dinner and Awards Night held
at the Sofitel Brisbane on 18 September 2015.

The AWA QLD Branch Awards is the highest accolade that currently
exists in the QLD Water Industry. The Water Awards have been
designed to acknowledge the best of the best in the QLD Water
Sector as well as recognise exceptional achievements in a range
of industry and individual categories.
Comdain was proud to be associated with the event and
sponsored the Infrastructure Innovation Award which went to
Unitywater for the Suncoast-Coolum-Maroochydore Sewerage
Treatment Plant Reconfiguration.
The project closed down the Suncoast plant, with Unitywater
drilling under the Maroochy River and building a wetland at
the Coolum plant to help treat sewerage.

From left to right at the 2015 Australian Water Association QLD Awards,
Matt Dawson, AWA QLD President, winner Simon Taylor, Unitywater Executive Manager
of Infrastructure and Capital Planning, and Peter Coen, CEO, Comdain Infrastructure

2015 APGA Conference and Exhibition
In October, Comdain had a strong presence at the
2015 Australian Pipelines and Gas Association (APGA)
Convention and Exhibition, the first since last year’s
name change from APIA, held at the sunny Gold Coast.
Attending the event were representatives from
Comdain Victoria, NSW and QLD.

The APGA Convention and Exhibition is the number one event on
the pipeline calendar, and attracts local and international delegates
from all sectors across the energy and infrastructure industries.
With hundreds of delegates touring more than 130 stands,
the 2015 APGA Convention got off to a great start with an
inspirational keynote address from Olympic and World
Champion swim coach Laurie Lawrence.
The event, held over four days, saw presentations and technical
papers covering pipeline operations, project updates, training
and research. The theme for the 2015 Convention was ‘Australia’s
pipeline industry: providing skills and infrastructure for energy’.
APGA’s annual Convention is well known for bringing together
participants from all sectors of the pipeline industry as well as
other industries that are associated with natural gas and the
transportation of energy, slurry and water.
According to Robert Ryan, Comdain Queensland Operations Manager,
the event delivers high quality papers, and is renowned for busy
informative days. “This major annual industry event provides
excellent information in the business sessions and the social
events allow for extensive networking opportunities,” he said.
“With around 100 exhibitors showcasing their products and
information, and over 134 exhibition stands, it represents
an outstanding opportunity to ask questions and discuss
the latest products and services in the industry.”

At the 2015 APGA Conference, Comdain were represented by
VIC, QLD and NSW management

Olympic and
World Swim Coach,
Laurie Lawrence
opened the 2015
APGA Conference
with a keynote
address
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Projects around Australia
8 New Regulators at Dandenong City Gate
At the end of October a significant upgrade
was successfully completed for APA Group
by Comdain Infrastructure, involving work
at the Dandenong City Gate, which accounts
for 60% of Melbourne’s natural gas supply.
Dandenong City Gate receives gas from
Longford, the onshore receiving point for
oil and gas output from Bass Strait, where
the gas is filtered and transmission pressure
is reduced from around 5,000KPa to a
distribution pressure of 2,800KPa.
Originally constructed in the 1960’s,
the Dandenong City Gate regulators were
at the end of their service life. This project
sees the replacement of the regulators
and installation of new control systems,
and all civil works.
To maintain supply continuity, the project
was sequenced to install and commission
three new regulators first with the existing
regulators being progressively demolished
and replaced with five new.
Other work included the installation
of a new control hut, instrumentation
air package, substantial underground
infrastructure, pipe riser recoating works,
refurbishment of existing dry gas filters,
and completing a tie in to the nearby
LNG Facility providing power, air, and
communications to the City Gate.

Multi-Stage APA Group,
AusNet Services &
Multinet Gas Insertions
Comdain will have delivered almost 100km of
upgraded mains through inner Melbourne suburbs
for clients APA Group, Multinet Gas and AusNet
Services in the past 12 months.
The work, which involves breaking into the existing
low pressure gas mains and inserting new polyethylene
(PE) pipe, has been delivered to upgrade meters and
services to a high pressure standard.

Another key element of the project saw the fabrication and installation of a
closed liquids drain system, consisting of approximately 290 meters of steel
drain lines being installed around the site.
More than 240 welds were required for the installation; each weld being individually
supervised, x-rayed and hydrostatically tested before being coated and buried.
One of the key risks faced during work was the potential for ground strike with
assets while undertaking the extensive excavations. This risk was mitigated with
location services ground-penetrating radar, hydro-excavation, and very careful
mechanical excavation.

The multi-stage work saw upgrades in the
Victorian suburbs of Mentone, Collingwood,
Abbottsford, Fitzroy, Carrum, Highett, Mordialloc,
Caulfield, Parkdale and Essendon. While work in
Brisbane included Manly, Wynnum, Fairfield and
Greenslopes on mains replacement, and upgrades in
the CBD for insertion and open cut work. Crews worked
across many challenging environments including old
cast iron and PVC pipes, and conditions from very
narrow streets, busy inner-city roads, and managing
night works amid tram, rail and bus traffic.
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$13.1m Donnybrook water and gas completed ahead of schedule
With inner-city house prices still remaining
high and the population of Melbourne set
to become the largest in Australia by 2050,
more homebuyers are now making their way
to Melbourne’s outer suburbs. One of the
fastest growing municipalities experiencing
this expansion is the City of Whittlesea,
home to the small rural town of Donnybrook.
It’s also here that Comdain was contracted
to cut through dense volcanic rock, face
challenging weather conditions and perform
precisely-timed onsite assembly to complete
a major $13.1m combined water and gas
project for Yarra Valley Water and APA Group.
The new gas main connects to the City Gate
which was previously built by Comdain
where the gas is filtered and transmission
pressure is reduced to a distribution
pressure of 2,800KPa.

rail line for both mains, and delivering
assembled water bypasses (manufactured
onsite) that were lifted and transported
for installation at 500m intervals along
Donnybrook Road. To protect the
surrounding environment and reduce
impact on local residents, a shared trench
was used to lay both the steel water and
gas pipelines simultaneously.
Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) was
chosen to complete trenchless construction
with a Vermeer D100x120 and a Universal
220x350 drill being used with an offset
of 1.2m between the two pipes. The water
pipeline will be connected to the high
pressure distribution network.

The Donnybrook City Gate is a natural gas
pressure regulating facility connecting the
existing Wollert to Albury transmission
pipeline to the proposed Merrifield supply
main running west along Donnybrook Road.
The new facility ensures the continued
delivery of natural gas into the existing highpressure distribution network, and supports
the development of new residential estates
within the City of Hume and Whittlesea.
Manufacturing on-site at Donnybrook compound

Drilling under the Donnybrook railway line
to lay water and gas

Commencing in April this year and
completed in mid-October, 10.8km of
dual-trench water and gas mains were
completed ahead of schedule, comprising
approximately 6.5km of steel gas mains, and
4.3km of water main, fittings and bypasses.
The works also involved drilling a micro
tunnel below the Melbourne to Sydney

Laying both steel water and gas pipelines simultaneously

$60m of TransCom works delivered in last 12 months with no LTIs
TransCom (the Comdain and Transfield JV) has managed a large
and varied package of works on the Goulburn Murray Water's
Connections project over the last 12 months.
Work being completed at Cosgrove Pump Station by Comdain, last December

Overhead drone photography capturing channel and pipeline alignments

Highlights included:
	Delivery of approximately $60m of works
in the last 12 months with no LTIs.
	Completion of the 70km Cosgrove
S&D Pipeline Project.
	TransCom managed the design and
construction of this important scheme which
was delivered under GMW's budget and in
time for a Ministerial opening. Over 70km
of pipelines were installed in 2 months via
a combination of trencher excavation and
ploughing methods. Comdain's Systems
Group also upgraded the existing pump
station to supply this scheme.
	$46m of works delivered in the 2015
winter shut down period.

	Works included 24 individual pipelines,
pump station delivered by Comdain's
Systems Group, channel lining, channel
regulators and meter installations – all
under GMW's budget and on schedule
	Added management of the $25m Swan Hill
Modernisation Project, and $10m East of
Echuca Project to our contract commenced
delivering these works.
	Continued reduction of cost
of works for GMW.
	TransCom has reduced the cost of
meters by 30% over the last 2 years
which translates to cost reduction of
>$30m for the program.

	Establishing a Consortium with RPS,
Jacobs and Curo Project Management
where GMW outsourced management
of customer consultation, design and
construction management of $40m
of works to connect customers to the
modernised backbone channel system.
	Innovative Drone Image Capture
	Implementing innovative technology
including a drone for capturing imagery
of channel and pipeline alignments
to improve design efficiency and
effectiveness, and custom designing
a SharePoint system to replace legacy
client systems.
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Client
collaboration
helps Comdain
produce
outstanding results
One of Comdain’s strengths in
providing service excellence in its
chosen sectors is building trust,
commitment and collaboration
with clients. As an insight to
Comdain Connect readers, this
article briefly outlines two recent
examples of operational reviews
with our clients, Multinet Gas and
Unitywater.
Comdain’s relationship with our
clients is what allows us to create
and build such great results.
It’s an intensely collaborative
process from the very beginning,
but it also a process where we
consistently review our safety,
work, productivity, optimisation
possibilities, IT applications, and
Response Management.

For over two and a half years
Comdain has been providing a
solid, high performing program of
works delivering capital and asset
maintenance to around 10,000
households for Multinet. Over the
course of a 2-day workshop, the
Governance Team (GT) and Senior
Management met to reflect on
the current performance of the
contract and to look at the vision
for the future.

Objective
and strategic
alignment means
safety and
reduced costs

What was apparent to all was
the fantastic job the Comdain
team had done over the last two
years, from mobilising to deliver
services and efficiently managing
the network on a day to day basis.

Outcomes and aligned
objectives resulting from the
workshop included developing
a generative safety culture
aligned with Multinet’s
objectives, researching further
IT solutions and integrations,
and team commitment to
Multinet’s Effortless Customer
Experience (ECE) project.

In the workshop the GT also
looked at four key areas including
the working relationship between
Multinet and Comdain, the impact
of wider industry trends in the
energy sector, business growth,
and how the GT can continue to
develop team challenges and
opportunities to help secure
the contract’s future beyond
the current term.

With the Unitywater
engagement, CEOs from both
organisations and senior
management met to discuss
challenges and opportunities
regarding the capital delivery
and asset management of a
water network. Held at our
Operation’s Centre in Clayton,
Victoria, Comdain provided
an operational insight into

a high performing urban utility
program as well as touring
the facility.
Amongst many topics, Comdain’s
in-house ComSystems suite of
software: ComLink, ComFlow
and Compass, was also reviewed
detailing its powerful B2B and
field mobility benefits.
Other areas the review
covered included lessons
learned while working on
projects, opportunities and
risks managing and maintaining
critical utility networks in urban
environments, and Comdain’s
innovations in the field.
At Comdain, collaboration
and client reviews are highly
necessary and integral to
our success and the way we
work – not forgetting that the
most important requirements
for a collaborative business
relationship are openness,
honesty and trust.

Exterior of North Pine Water Treatment Plant

$5.7m North Pine Water
Treatment Plant in QLD
Starting in March 2015
Comdain began the design
and construction of a new
filter blower building and
refurbishment of filters 1, 2, 3
and 5 at the North Pine Water
Treatment Plant. The project
which is worth $5.7M includes
civil, structural, mechanical,
electrical and instrumentation
scope for Seqwater.
The work also involved
demolition of existing filters,
and construction of concrete
gullet walls, new backwash
piping and stainless steel air
scour system for refurbished
filters 1, 2, 3, and 5.
An innovation developed for
the project included the use
of a purpose built gantry
crane to remove the reinforced
concrete section during
demolition of the filters,
and to minimise handling
of new steel piping and
filter media.

INNOVATION

Other works included:
Design and construction
of stainless steel air header
piping from the blower
building to the new air
scour piping.
Remove, refurbish and
re-install four DN1050
butterfly valves and four
DN750 butterfly valves

Interior of North Pine Water
Treatment Plant

Design, procurement
and installation of new
modulation actuator and
restriction orifice plate
for the filter backwash
pipework.
Design and construction
of all electrical and
instrumentation
required to operate
the refurbished filters.

Innovative use of purpose built gantry crane

Refurbishment of filters

Constructed in 1970, North Pine Water Treatment Plant (WTP) is the region’s second largest WTP with
a nominal capacity of 250 ML/d. It is a conventional treatment plant using coagulation, sedimentation,
sand filtration and chlorination. There are five filter cells, each approximately 130 square meters.
The filters require significant maintenance and refurbishment works to improve their reliability
and to return them to full capacity.
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$12m+ Galston-Glenorie
Exceeds Customer Expectations

Comdain NSW Team Grows
as Business Builds

Comdain has successfully completed the Galston-Glenorie
Wastewater Scheme project which involved laying more
than 13kms of reticulation mains and more than 14kms
of transfer mains.

It’s been a very busy, successful year for Comdain NSW with
major project wins including Galston-Glenorie Wastewater Scheme,
Menangle Park and the Sydney Olympic Park Authority (SOPA)
Recycled Water Pipeline. To effectively deliver these projects, a
new recruitment drive has also seen some of Australia’s leading
infrastructure professionals join Comdain. Currently the team has
grown from six to 19 people with vacancies for another five.

Valued at over $12M the scheme is part of the NSW
Government’s Priority Sewage Program (PSP) which is aimed
at improving wastewater services to unsewered communities.
The new pressure sewerage system transfers wastewater from
the Galston and Glenorie to the existing West Hornsby system
in Dural. Thanks to Comdain more than 625 properties now
have access to the new pressure sewerage system.
The new system collects waste in a small tank on a property
and a pump inside the tank grinds the waste before it is pumped
to a network of mains. In all community engagements, Comdain
sought not only to meet the expectations of the community
but also to exceed them wherever possible.
Over the duration of the project, Comdain received more than
27 compliments from members of the community – an average
of three phone calls every four weeks.

Serving our customers to the best of our ability
Another outstanding compliment for recognition of
Comdain’s work was received on behalf of Queensland,
Crew Leader, Heston Loumoli, who made certain an urgent
connection request was indeed treated as urgent and
rectified immediately. Well done Heston.

To date the NSW team have delivered both Galston-Glenorie and
the SOPA Recycled Water project valued at $18M and secured
another five projects, including two panels with Hunter Water
Corporation (HWC) with a potential for $80M to $85M per annum.
Using term agreements, the team is now busy establishing long
term relationships with various suppliers and service providers.
According to Justin Cairns, State Manager, NSW, success has been
attributed to dynamic and relentless team work. "The team has
established its delivery footprint from the north of Sydney to south
of Wollongong, and we expect this to expand to include Newcastle
within the next six months," he said.
"There has been a major effort to draw the work force together and
effectively train in the systems and processes that enable us to ensure
quality delivery. We are fortunate in having key people join us including
Simon Gibbs, Senior Project Manager (Asset Management Services),
Tony Grozdanovski, Project Manager, Rachel Perrin, Design and
Bid Manager, Tony White, Construction Manager, and Nicole Perry,
HSEQ Coordinator." Justin said.
Thrust bores at Sydney Olympic Park Authority

Open trenching at
Sydney Olympic Park Authority

Menangle Park, NSW
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Outstanding Project
Management with
Project^2 Roll-out
To continue to build on our outstanding
Project Management Capability across
Comdain, and provide our project professionals
with the latest dynamic tools for successfully
managing projects, a new Project Management
Manual has been published by Project^2.
The new manual was rolled out during the
month of November and consisted of training
sessions with project managers and project
engineers in each Comdain business unit.
Training takes participants through the
life of a typical project and presents the
processes relevant to each phase of the
project lifecycle. The manual is now available
on compass for ready reference. To access,
simply open Compass and click on the
‘Project Management Manual’ icon.

Comdain Major Projects Leader, Peter Walsh, and the team discuss the roll-out of the Project Management Manual

Comdain Homes Wins
2015 HIA Victorian
Professional Medium
Builder of the Year
Well done to each and every one at
Comdain Homes. This is the sixth time in
eight years that we have won this award.
It's a great recognition for all the effort
our team, including our subbies, put in
each year and is totally deserved.
The criteria which winners are judged on includes:
Quality of Workmanship, Financial Stability,
Customer Satisfaction, Management Structure,
Safety, and Processes.
Our professionalism is something that we are
extremely proud of, and that's what makes us
different from the competition.
Well done builders.

New $12m Comdain
Project starts in Red
Cliffs, Mildura
At the Ministerial opening of the CD Pipeline
contract, in Red Cliffs, Mildura, Comdain met
with Project Director, Frank Fisseler from
Lower Murray Water, to celebrate the start
of the project and turn the first sod.
The $12M design and construct contract
comprises 1.4km of 2m diameter pipe,
3km of 1m diameter pipe, 15 off-takes,
and a pump station with a capacity of
120ML per day. The project also includes
decommissioning, and backfilling 5km
of redundant irrigation channel.

Turning the sod for the $12m Mildura Project, from left: Michael Hura- Supervisor, John Holgate – Operator,
Marc Stevens – Project Manager, Frank Fisseler – Project Director (Lower Murray Water), Peter Coen – CEO (Comdain)
and Alex Marshall – General Manager, Irrigation.

Getting to know our people
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Talking with…
Andrew Gaston

Talking with…
Cathal McGrath

Title: Project Manager
Area of the business: Engineering (VIC)
Location: Epping
Time with Comdain: 3 years

Title: Project Manager
Area of the business: QLD
Location: Eagle Farm, QLD
Time with Comdain: 3 years

What does a typical day at Comdain involve for you?

What does a typical day at Comdain involve for you?

There are no two days that are the same. I enjoy the variety of spending
time on site and in the office and the challenges of ensuring that projects
run smoothly, it would be too hard to list all the tasks that are involved in
managing projects in one job description.

My role as Project Manager involves managing projects within the
QLD Engineering sector. A typical day involves ensuring my projects are
on or ahead of schedule, ensuring set goals are achieved and each project is
running within budget. Daily I liaise with clients to ensure a good relationship
is being kept. Other daily tasks involve processing material orders, attending
internal and external meetings, going to sites to resolve any issues and
encouraging HSEQ requirements.

What do you like most about your role?
The variety, both in the projects that I deliver and the tasks performed.

What do you like doing in your spare time?
I recently bought a house with my partner, so most weekends now involve
renovating, however my main passion is travelling and I love to explore new
places when I get an opportunity.

What is your favourite sporting moment?
In 2003, the local soccer team I supported back home won the Irish Cup.
It’s the only time that I’ve been at a match when the team I support has won
a competition. We scored a goal at the start of the game so the remaining 80
minutes were spent biting my nails, but I’ll remember the celebrations at the
final whistle forever.

What three items can’t you live without?
Grays Online, Bunnings and knowing that Brad Janson owes me
$50 when Geelong wins the 2016 Premiership…

What would be the first thing you would buy if you won millions in
the lottery, and why?
A very long holiday and try to visit all the places I want to explore,
the list is massive...

The ShawJoe Redemption
One of the most intriguing scenes in the famous movie Shawshank
Redemption is when Andy Dufresne (Tim Robbins) first approaches
Red (Morgan Freeman) and makes the following introduction:
Andy: “…I understand you're a man who knows how to get things…”
Red: “I'm known to locate certain things from time to time.”
In a similar way our own Joe Depetro has a unique way of getting things.
It just happens Joe also started his career as a bank teller and just
like the banker Andy Dufresne life opens up new opportunities.
However, in his role of Red, Joe can locate people, resources, and
information which is very handy for a new manager to Comdain.
When I first started Joe had only recently relocated to the office from
working in the field since 1987 and was appointed the ‘Training and
Compliance Officer’. Having to learn how to turn the computer on Joe
is now working not only as the training co-ordinator but also as one
of our HSE focal points. In a desire to ‘learn’ he is now an effective
manager of our training needs and can also produce a very good
investigation report providing valuable feedback to all of our crews.
Joe’s toolbox meetings are renowned for being relevant and straight
to the point. Joe has the ability of communicating with all of our
crews in a style which is honest and humble.
Joe is connected to everybody, including knowing their fathers,
brothers, cousins and nephews. Whenever I require some insight into
the way we work or when I require specific information Joe has this
unique ability to make some phone calls and draw upon his many
connections and before I know it the job is done.
Realising that the life of a banker was not for Joe he started his career
with the famous Fitzroy crew in 1987 and was quickly promoted from

What do you like most about your role?
I believe in and apply the “Ongoing Development” concept and enjoy the
challenges that the role brings and every day I learn something new. When
I glance back over the past 3 years while working with Comdain, I appreciate
what I have learned from the vast number of projects that the QLD team has
successfully delivered.

What do you like doing in your spare time?
I enjoy eating, watching sports, going to the gym, playing golf,
jet skiing and of course not to forget eating.

What is your favourite sporting moment?
A number of great sporting memories spring to mind with the majority of
my memories bring me back to the days of travelling to Irish championship
hurling matches back in the 90’s with my father where I’ve enjoyed watching
County Clare knocking great hurling neighbouring rivals Offaly and
Tipperary off there perch, I will never forget that grin on my father’s face.
Another great memory which comes to mind was the 1999 UEFA Champions
League Final where Manchester United famously beat Bayern Munich 2 -1 at
Camp Nou in Barcelona during injury time.

What three items can’t you live without?
Fast internet, my phone and my golf clubs.

What you would buy if you won millions in the lottery and why?
I would purchase a one-way first-class ticket and fly into LAX International
Airport, on arrival I would rent a Hummer, drive to Beverly Hills, pick up a
“Happy Meal” on the way, knock on Hugh Hefner’s door and make him a good
enough offer to secure his mansion. Why ? - I could think of worst ways of
spending an early retirement.

What is your favourite quote or motto?
“Knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is knowing
not to put it in a fruit salad” - Brian O'Driscoll.

a driver to crew leader several years later. His reputation was
a solid honest worker with nothing too big of a task.
As a family man Joe has been married for over 25 years with his
daughter at home and son recently married and leaving home.
Joe loves his garden and his Jack Russell who it is reported runs
his life as much as his family.
In the words of RED:
He had a quiet way about him,
a walk and a talk that just
wasn't normal around here.
He strolled, like a man in a
park without a care or a worry
in the world, like he had on
an invisible coat that would
shield him from this place.
Yeah, I think it would be fair to
say... I liked Joe from the start.
- Rob McEwen
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What we’ve been up to...
23kms of Obstacles Makes
One Tough Mudder
The QLD ladies decided to participate in the
Tough Mudder event this year – a gruelling
23km obstacle course that involved a lot of
team work to help each other reach the finish
line. Apart from leaving entrants completely
exhausted at the end, it was a very enjoyable
day to remember. The team name was 'PIGS'
(Pretty Irish Girls).

Pictured left to right at Tough Mudder are Christine Lenehan, Roisin Quinn, Ann Owens and Aisling McKenna

Comdain’s 2015
Footy Tipping
Winners

Comdain Teams
Celebrate Final’s Season
There was plenty of excitement in the air when
Corporate, Engineering, Asset Management
and Land Development teams all joined up
for lunch at the new Epping HQ to celebrate
the Grand Final.

A HUGE Congratulations goes to Russell
Thompson (BlueScope steel) and Adrian
Jarvis (APA Group) for the equal winning
score and sharing 1st/2nd place in the
Comdain Footy Tipping Comp. Bruce
Portingale (APA Group) also gets a
guernsey for taking 3rd place.

Climbing Stairway to
Heaven for Charity

Brad Janson, Systems Group, reminded all
there of the 1991 premiership game between
Hawthorn and West Coast – which played
in the background.

Jason Carey, Fleet Manager,
QLD, picked up the pace
and the altitude when he
completed a stair run of 37
floors (810 stairs) in just 7
minutes and 14 seconds for
QLD charity, Mater Foundation.
Jason raised $600 for the
cause with the help of
sponsorship from workmates.
The foundation funds the
purchase of life-saving medical
equipment to help ensure
half a million babies, children
and adults have access to
exceptional care.

Fleet-footed Jason Carey raised $600 at the stair climb for cancer

New
Arrivals
Congratulations
to all the growing
families with
the safe arrival
of their bundles
of joy.
Celebrations also go to Paul
Baker and wife Tara who are
very happy that little Addison
Leanne Baker arrived safely.
Born 26 November at 7.34am
weighing in at 2.98 kgs.
Everyone is doing well.

Over $1200
delivered
by Comdain
Fundraisers
A big thank you to Jaki
Siantis for coordinating
the chocolate drive
at all Comdain offices
($873.51), and to the
Comdain Striders Team
Sponsorship ($371.40)
raising a Grand Total of
$1244.91. Well done to
everyone who ate, ran
and supported the team.

David and Sarah Izzard
Congratulations go to Sarah
and David Izzard, Comdain Human
Resources Manager, who were married
on Saturday 19 September this year
at Butleigh Wootton in Kew.

Photo Competition Winner

Best wishes to Michael
and Lynsey Dobson on
the arrival of their baby, Perrie
Mabel, born on the 29th July,
and now new sister to Jude.

Addison

Perrie

This newsletter is printed on 100% post consumer recycled paper.

The winner of Comdain’s photo competition
is Samantha Spedding, who took this shot
in Menindee, South West NSW. The 500mm
pipeline provides water to Broken Hill.
Comdain replaced the meter and pipe spools
in the existing pipeline. Congratulations
you’ve won a $100 Gold Class prize!

Special commendations
go to Donna Shannon
(chocolate drive) and Danny
Lolicato (Coen Place sign).

Remember to let us know of your adventures…
John Wilson jwilson@comdain.com.au or 03 8405 0055

